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Arabic sources. On the contrary, in addition to the statement
of jSTasir-i-Khosrau to which we have just referred, there is
also the testimony of Ibn Muyassar, according to which Abu
Kasr remained connected with the Caliph after his brother's
death and even performed certain political duties in con-
nection with the struggles in Aleppo and Damascus.1 The
Arabic sources only go to show that his own time was not far
distant. We hear that his entire fortune was confiscated
and that he was tortured until he died,2 His death seems to
have occurred in the year 440/1048, some months after that
of his brother.
The son of Abu Sa'd, Abu *Ali Hasan b. Abl Sa'd Ibrahim
b. Sahl at-Tustari, on the other hand, does not seem to have
been hindered in the official career upon which he had
embarked. He was employed Ci in one of the Diwans"
and even appointed vizier 3 by al-Mustansir towards the end
of the year 456/1064, probably after his conversion to Islam.
This office, however, he occupied for a very short period
only.*
1 Ibn Muyasaar, 2S 9, and 3.
*	Loc. cit., 3.
s According to Ibn as-Sairafi, p. 61, 5, he was put in charge of the
Jill <^~*. Ibn Muyassar., 15 ; 32, 20 ; aa-Suy-uH, ii, 154. Ibn Muyassar,
32, 20, "says of him pJ—fj \>3j& jj£"; cf. Ibn as-Sairafir 61, 5. Hence
J. Mann's question, loc. cit., i, 78, as to whether the son of Abu Sa'd re-
mained a Jew, is answered in the negative by the Arabic sources.
*	The end of Abu Sa'd and his brother Abu Xasr does not seem to have
had consequences for Egyptian Jewry.   "We hear nothing of any provisions
limit ing or weakening Jewish influence in the Fatimid administration.   As
before, Jews possessed of the necessary qualifications could attain high
positions in Government service.   At the beginning of the twelfth century
we again meet a Jew, named Abu'l-Munajja b. Sha*ya al-yahudi, bed I j*\
i£*jG$\ U~i Cr, serving under the Vizier al-Afdal Shahanshah (1089/1121)
in the   responsible   post   of   7l^*\\  Jl^Vl  w3jli-«»    i-e-   Inspector   of
the Damietta District.   It  is  reported  (in   Jfogrfai,   i,   72,   477,   4S7-S,
and   in  Ibn   Z>uqmdqt   ed.   Vollers,    ii,   pp.   46—7 ;    also   cf.    Ibn    lyas,
Ta'rikTi,   i,   45;    Khalil   as-Zahiri,   p.   34,    9)   that     he   had    a    Nile
canal   constructed   which   considerably   advanced    the   development   of
agriculture.     The planters approached him as head of the Department
of Agriculture with a petition for the irrigation of a certain area, and

